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Inquiry Groups and Reports Instructions 
Each week you will meet (via Zoom) with your Inquiry Group to share what you've found in 
your progress toward answering your Big Question. 


Meeting Requirements: 
You will need to meet once a week and submit your Inquiry Group Report by Wednesday at 
midnight. One of you will have to schedule and record the Zoom meeting. You can take turns 
being responsible for hosting/recording/posting, or have a designated host/poster.  


Instructions for how to use Zoom: 


 Schedule a meeting: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362413  
 Record a Meeting (locally): https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362473-Local-


Recording    


I recommend you download the Zoom desktop app (https://zoom.us/support/download), but you 
can also schedule/join via https://auburn.zoom.us/  


In your group meetings, you should: 


 Each share your research and what you have found so far (i.e., the details from your latest 
Content Summary) 


 Each share your list of potential Natural Next Questions from your Content Summaries 
 Work together to help each other craft (i.e., write and refine) the Natural Next Question each 


of you will pursue that week 
 Offer suggestions to each other for next steps in the research and individually prepare a 


research plan for the week 


This is a collaborative moment to share what you're finding, what you're learning, what you're 
excited about, what you're struggling with, etc., and to help each other figure out the next steps. 
You will record this meeting to post as part of your report 


Inquiry Group Report Requirements: 
Each week there will be a Discussion board in the weekly module where you will submit your 
"report." Only one member of the group needs to submit the report each week. 


The Inquiry Group Report must include: 


 the video recording of your Zoom meeting (How to Upload Videos to Canvas: 
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-upload-a-video-using-the-
Rich-Content-Editor-as-a/ta-p/429) 


 a list of each member of the group and their Natural Next Question for the next week 



https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362413

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362473-Local-Recording

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362473-Local-Recording

https://zoom.us/support/download

https://auburn.zoom.us/

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-upload-a-video-using-the-Rich-Content-Editor-as-a/ta-p/429

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-upload-a-video-using-the-Rich-Content-Editor-as-a/ta-p/429
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Question Cycle & Content Summaries | Due: Every Friday (Unless told otherwise) 


The Question Cycle: 
The goal of this assignment is to practice inquiry—the process of answering a question or solving a problem. 
As you seek an answer to your “Big Question,” you will find articles, videos, or other pieces of content that 
will offer information, arguments, and perspectives related to your question. The method of inquiry we will be 
practicing is the “question cycle.”1 


Here’s how it works: 


1. Find a piece of content that helps you understand something 
about your Big Question. This can be an informative piece 
(one that provides information about your topic or some 
aspect of it) or an argumentative piece (one that takes a 
stance about your topic or some aspect of it). 


2. Read the content and take notes on it: Highlight the main 
points of the information or argument, write down who the 
author is and evaluate their credibility as an expert/informed 
writer on the topic, examine how they present their 
information/argument (i.e., rhetorical choices), and write 
down questions that occur to you as you read the piece (about 
the piece, your topic, things you don’t understand from the 
piece, or other questions that you have). 


3. Write a brief summary/analysis of the piece, including your questions. See the instructions below for 
more details about this summary. 


4. Select one of your questions that you wish to pursue next—one that helps move you closer to answering 
your Big Question. This is a “Natural Next Question.” 


5. Find a new piece of content that helps you understand something about this question, and repeat the 
cycle! 


 
Content Summary Instructions: 
You will write a summary for each piece of content you exam in your question cycle. Each summary should 
demonstrate serious attention to the text and include a brief summary of the content, a brief rhetorical analysis, 
and a list of questions the text inspired. 


Each summary should: 
• Be approximately 100-200 words; 
• Include an appropriate full citation for the text in MLA, APA, or Chicago style 
• Include a sentence or two identifying the author (and their level of expertise/credibility) and publication, 


and the text’s relevance to the topic/conversation you are researching; 
• Include a summary of the content (in a couple of sentences) that presents the main points/arguments; 
• Include a brief rhetorical analysis of the text’s intended audience, purpose, genre, tone, rhetorical 


devices, etc.; 
• Include a list of at least three “Natural Next Questions” you have after reading the text.  


o These questions should take you one step closer to learning/answering your Big Question 
o The questions could be about an idea or particular point from the text, a question left unanswered 


by the text, a lingering question you have about your topic or about the particular focus of the 
text, about something you don’t understand from the text, or other questions that come up as you 
read the piece. 


 
1 This model is borrowed and adapted from the inquiry learning model of  Dr. Lindy Elkins-Tanton, summarized here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MW4IPO2ipg  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MW4IPO2ipg
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A Focus on Inquiry

Inquiry is the process of answering a question or solving a problem



Inquiry is the search for understanding



It’s about asking questions and seeking out answers and discovering new questions to ask and seek answers for













Inquiry Drives Our Questions

The method of inquiry we will be practicing is the Question Cycle to help us seek the answer(s) to our Big Question

















Step 1

Find a piece of content that helps you understand something about your Big Question

Content can be articles, videos, interviews, pamphlets, etc.



The content can be:

an informative piece - one that provides information about your topic or some aspect of it

an argumentative piece -one that takes a stance about your topic or some aspect of it



The content should take you one step closer to understanding/ answering your Big Question















Step 2

Read/watch the content and take notes on it

Highlight the main points of the information or argument

Write down who the author is and evaluate their credibility as an expert/informed writer on the topic

Examine how they present their information/argument (i.e., rhetorical choices)

Write down questions that occur to you as you read the piece 

About the piece, 

About your topic, 

About things you don’t understand from the piece, 

or other questions that you have















Step 3

Write a brief summary/analysis of the piece, including your questions

This Content Summary should 

Include a sentence or two identifying the author (and their level of expertise/credibility) and publication, and the text’s relevance to the topic/conversation you are researching;

Include a summary of the content (in a couple of sentences) that presents the main points/arguments;

Include a brief rhetorical analysis of the text’s intended audience, purpose, genre, tone, rhetorical devices, etc.;

Include a list of at least three “Natural Next Questions” you have after reading the text













Natural Next Questions

Your Natural Next Questions are ones that naturally come out of your inquiry



These questions should take you one step closer to learning/answering your Big Question



The questions could be about:

an idea or particular point from the text, 

a question left unanswered by the text, 

a lingering question you have about your topic or about the particular focus of the text, 

something you don’t understand from the text

other questions/concerns that come up as you read the Content















Step 4

Select one of your Natural Next Questions that you wish to pursue next—one that helps move you closer to answering your Big Question

















Step 5

Find a new piece of content that helps you understand something about this new question and repeat the cycle!
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Summary











Let me know if you have questions!
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What is a Big Question?

A Big Question is a complicated question that doesn’t have any easy (or even a single) answer



Big Questions are questions that can’t be answered right away, but require a lot of work and research



The Big Question is a goal to drive that research



This research requires asking smaller questions that get you closer to your goal











What Makes a Question Big?

Think of complexity as a scale: 

A simple question is something that you could answer with a quick Google search

How does the electoral college work?

A moderately big question is something you could find an answer to after reading a few articles/books on the topic

How have the role and powers of the electoral college changed over time?

A Big Question is one that would take a lot of work and research to understand. 

What would it mean to eliminate the electoral college, how would it change elections, and how would that work?













Refining a Big Question

Let’s use my current example about the electoral college

Right now, the question is a bit rough:

What would it mean to eliminate the electoral college, how would it change elections, and how would that work?



To refine it, I probably need to do a bit of preliminary research to see if this is in fact a Big Question

Is this a topic people are engaging with?

Is there a single simple answer?

Can I get an answer pretty quickly with limited research?

What similar questions are other people asking?













Refining a Big Question

Once I’m sure it is a big enough question and have a sense of the conversations currently going on about the topic, I can refine the question

The key to refining a question is making it more specific and clearer

It also means getting at the actual question you want to answer

So

What would it mean to eliminate the electoral college, how would it change elections, and how would that work?

Might become:

Would eliminating the electoral college make US presidential elections more equitable and representative?













Further Refinement

It may help to pose your Big Question along the lines of a template like the following:

I am studying _______[the topic] because I want to find out what/why/how ________ [your specific question].



I am studying the electoral college because I want to find out whether or not eliminating the electoral college would make US presidential elections more equitable and representative?













Let me know if you have questions!













Refining the Big Question





The Big Question

Phineas Dowling 





Phineas Dowling









A Focus on Inquiry

Inquiry is the process of answering a question or solving a problem



Inquiry is the search for understanding



It’s about asking questions and seeking out answers and discovering new questions to ask and seek answers for













Starting With a Goal

To know what kinds of questions to ask in your inquiry, you need a goal—what do you ultimately want to understand/ answer?



This goal is your Big Question













What is a Big Question?

A Big Question is a complicated question that doesn’t have any easy (or even a single) answer



Big Questions are questions that can’t be answered right away, but require a lot of work and research



The Big Question is a goal to drive that research



This research requires asking smaller questions that get you closer to your goal











What Makes a Question Big?

Think of complexity as a scale: 

A simple question is something that you could answer with a quick Google search

How does the electoral college work?

A moderately big question is something you could find an answer to after reading a few articles/books on the topic

How have the role and powers of the electoral college changed over time?

A Big Question is one that would take a lot of work and research to understand. 

What would it mean to eliminate the electoral college, how would it change elections, and how would that work?













Your Big Question

Your Big Question is the question that you are going to be searching for an answer to throughout this semester



Don’t worry if your Big Question is too big! 



You’ll discover answers to many other questions you didn’t know to ask until you tried to understand and answer the Big Question



Your Big Question will evolve as you learn more



That’s how research usually goes!













Let me know if you have questions!
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